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ABSTRACT

The present study analyzes how culture is taught through language teaching in three French
language textbooks at the Al level, including the 2015 and 2022 editions of Edito and Atelier.
The theoretical framework is based on Yuen’s four-dimensional model as well as the triadic
approach to cultural teaching. Using content analysis, the textbooks’ inputs across all formats -
texts, images, audio files, and activities - were examined. The findings indicate that all three
textbooks emphasize the transmission of tangible cultural components, such as cultural products
and persons; however, they show relative weaknesses in representing the aspect of perspectives.
The 2015 edition of Edito primarily follows a knowledge-based approach, whereas the 2022
edition, while maintaining this approach, also incorporates elements of intercultural
communicative competence and a comparative approach. Afelier places the greatest emphasis on
intercultural interaction and cultural comparison. Nevertheless, activities based on the
comparative or intercultural communicative competence approaches are far fewer than those
grounded in the knowledge-based approach. The intercultural communicative competence
approach is mostly limited to end-of-unit projects, and the comparative approach occasionally
appears as a single question at the end of a reading, listening, or video comprehension task. Thus,
although learners are immersed in various aspects of French culture through diverse materials, the
perspective aspect, as well as the comparative and intercultural communicative competence
approaches, remain underdeveloped.
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