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The ability to make a good argument is imperative
in today’s society. Kuhn (1991) considered
argumentation to be a thinking skill essential to idea
formulation, problem-solving, and good judgment.
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However, compared to other topics in education
(e.g., science education), few empirical studies have
focused specifically on training students to write
argumentative text (Lukomskaya, 2015; Nussbaum
& Schraw, 2007).
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However, research findings has shown mixed
results. Several studies showed that direct
instruction improved argumentative writing (e.g.,
Nussbaum & Schraw, 2007; Sanders, Wiseman, &
Gass, 1994). Others suggested no effect (e.g.,
Knudson, 1994; Reznitskaya, Anderson, & Kuo,
2007).
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The main purpose of this study was therefore to
develop a relatively simple blended learning
intervention that could improve the argumentative
writing of secondary school students following the
English as a Second Language (ESL) stream. We
then tested the effectiveness of this model using a
quasiexperimental design on Secondary 4 (10th
grade) students (16- to 17-year-olds). We also added
an expanded intervention, gamification, in one of
the experimental groups in order to determine if the
use of digital game mechanics could increase
students’ online contribution and further improve
their argumentative writing.
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The present study was guided by the following
specific questions
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The first strand of our inquiry centered on
RWT-enabled DDL activities as a means of
enhancing the awareness needed for the
learning of genre constructs. Two learning
events were created through DDL tasks:
rhetorical composition analysis and language
use analysis. Student output produced in
response to these tasks was examined in
terms of noticing of rhetorical patterns and
ability to identify linguistic signals indicative
of rhetorical intent.
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Eata

The Mann-Whitney U tests showed no
statistically significant difference in move or
step occurrences between Group 1 (Mdn =
10.5) and Group 2 (Mdn =4), U=163.5,p=.
321, r=.16.

&b ol

However, there was a significant difference
with a low effect size between NNSs (Mdn =
10.5) and NSs (Mdn = 3), U = 127.5, p =
.049, r = .31. Furthermore, there was no
statistical difference between the first drafts
of NSs and NNSs, indicating that they did not
start off differently. These results suggest that
the DDL learning events did not impact the
students in the two groups differently, but did
seem to impact NNSs more than NSs.
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These results are in line with writing
improvement found by Tribble and Wingate
(2013) and Bianchi and Pazzaglia (2007).
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One possible explanation could be that we
only had 6 NSs for this comparison in the
sample versus 16 NNSs. It may also be that
explicit instruction and compiling language
resources for writing in the genre motivated
the NNSs as language learners to exercise
different rhetorical strategies in order to
practice using various linguistic means.

e 5 e S

The students made text modifications in
content, lexis, grammar, structure, and
mechanics (italicized in the examples given
in Table 4), which is similar to Cotos (2014b)
where students used the prototype of RWT’s
Analyze my writing module.

Overall, based on first-last draft differences,
we can claim that students’ interaction with
RWT during DDL learning events enhanced
the quality of their genre writing.
Importantly, evidence from learners’ noticing
of compositional and linguistic patterns and
the transfer of students’ corpus observations
to their own writing reinforces our
assumption that DDL can contribute to genre
learning across student groups and language
backgrounds.

S St 5 plunal

With our adoption of combined theoretical
views and techniques that attend to the
spectrum of constructs of genre knowledge,
we hope to lay the ground for a DDL-
substantiated conceptual framework that
could guide genre-writing pedagogy and
empirical inquiry.
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