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ABSTRACT

The existence of a women’s language has long attracted the attention of linguists and sociologsts
leading to several studies in this area. Within this framework, the present research—qualitative
deductive content analysis—aims to investigate the manifestation of translator gender in the
Persian translations of Al-Aswad Yaliqu Bik by Ahlam M osteghanemi. Two available Persian
translations of the novel, one by a male translator and one by a female translator, were selected.
For data coding, a codebook was developed on the basis of the linguistic features attributed to
women’s language by Lakoff. Two experts independently coded the text, assigningeach instance
to one of five categories: (a) lexis belonging to the women’s domain, (b) use of emphasis and
intensifiers, (c) inclusion of details, (d) polite speech, and (e) use of feminine words and
expressions. Theresults showed that not all features attributed to women’s language ap p ear in the
female translator’s discourse; among them, polite speech and feminine expressions were more
salient in the male translator’s discourse. The use of affective modes, another feature attributed to
women’s language, was likewise found in the male translator’s discourse. Therefore, the features
attributed to women’s language are neither universal nor absolute. The findings were examined
from a sociological perspective, consideringthe concept of social roles and focusing on gender as
a phenomenon shaped by social and cultural factors. Additionally, the findings were interp reted
through the lens of the social constructionistap proach, viewinggender as a social construct. The
findings can contribute to a deeper understanding of gender as a cultural and dy namic concept and
can raise awareness of gender bias.
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