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ABSTRACT

Epenthetic [-n] is one of the four types of singular ntin in Qur'anic Arabic. The present
study aims to provide a phonological explanation based on Markedness Theory for the
motivation of insertion, the reason of choosing as well as the role that this consonant
plays in the existing structures. For this purpose, all the cases in which epenthetic [-n]
Is used were extracted computationally. Next, the lexical and syntactic categories of
linguistic elements and the phonological context in which epenthesis occurs were
determined. Then, an explanation for this process was presented based on various
concepts such as sonority, syllable structure, perceptual clues etc. The findings show
epenthesis has been primarily motivated by the desire to eliminate onsetless syllables
and to resolve vowel hiatus. Due to this insertion the phenomenon of opacity occurs
which prevents the vowel from undergoing vowel harmony. Furthermore,
understanding the nasals’ exact place of articulation is difficult. By inserting this
consonant, due to the auditory salience and acoustic clues, the perceived clarity of the
place of articulation increases. Moreover, because there is an inverse relationship
between the degree of nasal consonant salience and the degree of perception of the
vowel nasality; the amount of prominence of the vowel that follows the nasal consonant
is reduced. As a result, a less marked structure is created. Therefore, the insertion of this
consonant is done with the aim of reducing markedness and is in line with the universal
tendency of languages in relation to using less marked structures.
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S99 sl 5 S5l dgho e PEly 90 Sk
N — genitive noun ladunni BAY
PRON - 1st person singular
possessive
P — preposition minni, ?anni u_& ‘um

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa)]/
[VOC — prefixed vocative particle ya]
ACC — accusative particle

PRON - 1st person singular object

wa-innani, innani, va-laytani

(il Sy

V — 1st person singular imperfect,
subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object

2arani ugl’j

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]/ ?arini,

?and’irni,

Puxlufii, ‘u))’fal ‘@&' (il o)l

[REM — prefixed resumption particle]

?Pudkurni,

wa-alhigni, wa- ‘@/Jaab ‘u~:~>‘9 ‘g-“?ja

V — 2nd person masculine singular

2udsnubni, fa-?andfirni, adxilni, | « 556 (> ;;7’9 IS

imperative

wa-axridzni,

fa-2ittabifnt, Wwa- | « b (JuEb 5l

PRON - 1st person singular object

uhdgurnt, faSbudni, zidni, ?anzilni, | (1 (Syal oI5

Calni, 2unsfurni, 2d3 | « 25l <30y il

Salni, wa-d3 o LdasT . st

31, markedness reduction
2., preservation of the marked (PoM)

4, phonological disorders
30 i-language
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wa-nadzdzini, Pawzifni,  wa-

adxilni, ?akfilntha, darni

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]
V — 2nd person masculine singular
perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

xalagtani, Paywaytani, Pamartani,

tawaffaytani, Pataytani, wa-

Callamtani, ?axartani, ?ittabaStani,

hafartani, Paxartant

T R T R
IS ers IRCIEY
A

[FUT — prefixed future particle sa]
V — 2nd person masculine singular
imperfect

PRON - 1st person singular object

tarani, Satadziduni, turiyanni

1 e (Sl

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose
lam], [CONJ — prefixed conjunction
wa]

V — 2nd person masculine singular
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - 1st person singular object

fa-latadzSalni,  tundfirtni, wa-

tarhamni, tawaffani, tarani,
tas?alni, tu?axioni, turhigni,
tus‘ahibni

(5 (S (S
i ok

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose

litagtulani, tarani, tuSallimani,

‘,L);::J ‘,.‘ - ‘u{l)" . ’]’]

lam] tattabigani, ta?dzurani ey
V — 2nd person masculine singular

imperfect, subjunctive mood

PRON — 1st person singular object

V — 2nd person masculine dual da?ani oles

imperative
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON — 1st person singular object

[REM — prefixed resumption particle]/

[RSLT — prefixed result particle]/

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa/fa]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperative

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

Panbiiini, ?ittaxiduni, nabbi?uni,

kidani,
fa-kidini, fa-?udkuruni,  wa-

?ittabi{tni

fa-?ittabiSuni, ?aftuni, fa-?arsilini,

?i?tuni, fa-Sbudini, ?irdziSani, wa-

at’1vlini,
wa-?ixfawni,  wa-
?ixX[awni,

fa-ittaqini, fa-

wa-xafini,

wa-ittaqini,

irhabini,
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wa-?ituni, fa-?aSinuni, ?i?tdni,

Parini
fa-?ismaSini, 2uSbudiini, darini,
?ittabiSuni, ?idSani, fa-?iStazilani

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]
[REM — prefixed resumption particle]
[PRO — prohibition particle]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

wa-latundirtni, wa-la-takfurtni,

wa-la-tuxzini, ta?tini, taqrabini,

talimani, falatafd‘ahuni,

tastagdziltni

wa-latukallimiini

‘99;;%0} ‘Qs;lég‘j's
b Gt sl
(oygpeaisll ghsh

V — 2nd person masculine plural

tu?tani, tufannidani, tafhadini,

o - v 8 508
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imperfect, subjunctive mood tardzumiini (9>
PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif] xalaftumiini, ?afraktumiini, w«s ).wl d”..ab
V — 2nd person masculine plural ?abafartumiini EAINC

perfect
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON - 1st person singular object

[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif]/
[EMPH — emphatic prefix lam]/ [
CIRC — prefixed circumstantial
particle]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

?atudzadilunani, lata?tunnani,

?atumiddinani, ta?muriinni,

tadSunani, tu?dunani, tazidinani

(HPP (P9« Jgyel

INTG — prefixed interrogative alif
V — 2nd person masculine plural
passive imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

?atuha unni

el

[CIRC — prefixed circumstantial
particle]/ [CONJ — prefixed
conjunction wa]

V — 3rd person masculine singular
perfect

PRON - 1st person singular object

hadani, hadani, ?ittabaSani,

balayaniya, massaniya, wa-?atani,

fa-tSarani

wa-razagani, Callamani,

?axradzani, ?ittabaSani, tabiSani,

Pas‘ani, makkanni, ?ataniya, wa-

w3 ikt Ty
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dzaSalan, wa-aws'ani, dzaani, | «ye ST iSOl (5B 0]
xalagani, ?ataniya, ?aradaniya, aglus] ‘QSL&,T
nabba?aniya, ?ahlakaniya,
?akramani, ?ahanani, ?ansanihu
[EMPH — emphatic prefix lam]/ [FUT | yans‘uruni, yaSs‘imuni, “_;);‘,J (_Shouans ‘u;)im
— prefixed future particle sa]/ [CONJ — | layahzununi, yarifuni, sayahdini, TR SRR v U.; »
prefixed conjunction wa] yahdini, yut'Cimuni, yaffini, Wa- | pbusy uddd d«\m
V — 3rd person masculine singular yasqini, yumituni, yuhyini, ya?tini, wb u,,oo W
imperfect yus‘addiquni 8
PRON - 1st person singular object
V — 3rd person masculine singular yahdini,yamsasnT, yadsSalnd, | « a0 ( fuii o okg
imperfect, jussive mood yuridnic oo );

PRON - 1st person singular object

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose
lam]

V — 3rd person masculine singular
imperfect, subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object

yartiyani, yahdiyani, yu?tiyani,

livabluwani, yahdiyani, yudgirani

) % ik st

G

V — 3rd person masculine plural
imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

yagtultinani, yadStnani,

yaSbudunani

(PR (9l o gl

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose
lam]

V — 3rd person masculine plural
imperfect, subjunctive mood
PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

yahd‘uritini, yukadibuini, yagtulini,

yu t'Simani, liyafbudini, ya?tini

£(_£9JU ‘99"")'1: ns')s)..a.n?t_;

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa],
[NEG — negative particle]

V — 3rd person masculine plural
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

wa-l1a-yunqiduni, yasta$dziluni

ool 9385 Uy

V — 3rd person masculine plural
perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

?istad‘Safuni, kadabuni, fas‘awni
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REM - prefixed resumption particle
V — 3rd person masculine plural
passive perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

fa-kidtini R E

V — 3rd person masculine dual (form rabbayani S5
I1) perfect verb

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

V — 2nd person feminine plural perfect lumtunnani, M

verb
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON — 1st person singular object

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa/ fa]/
[NEG — negative particle]

V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - 1st person singular object

taftinn, falatas?alni, tadarni, | Uy « 5355 (o Jlids s

wa-la-tuxat‘ibni, wa-la-tuxzini 5556 Uy o iblss

V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect, subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object

tagtulani ik

V — 3rd person feminine singular
perfect
PRON - 1st person singular object

rawadatni 530

[EMPH — emphatic prefix lam]

V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect

PRON - 1st person singular object

laturdini ooy

[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif]
V — 3rd person feminine dual
imperfect verb

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

?ataCidanini? sl
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62, epenthesis
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74 vowel elision

75, diphthongization

76, glide formation/ devocalization
77 . vowel coalescence

78 . Sabao

7, Obligatory Contour Principle
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113 perceptual clues

114 contextual vowel nasalization
\

° . co-articulatory process
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¢ . velopharyngeal port/ VP
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