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ABSTRACT

By comparing the linguistic structure of epithets in Shahname with the same structures
in literary works of classical Western epic tradition, many similarities can be achieved,
all of which indicate a common cultural and linguistic tradition among Indo-European
peoples based uponsimilar functions in semiotics. One of the most important features
of Shahname, which is comparable linguistically to classical epos, is the epic
formulas. These elements are often accompanied by repetition and emphasis and
appear frequently in order to form the epic effect. The history of epic formulas in
classical Western literature dates back to Homer; the linguistic functions of epic
formulas also play an important role in Ferdowsi's Shahname, but their prevalence
differs from that of Homer and Virgil in terms of the prosodic structure and literary
traditions prevalent in Persian epics. One of the common ways to use the epic
formulas is inserting epithets as the titles and attributes that come after the names of
the heroes; in these structures with the aid of repetition, the writer increas e the effect
of speech on the audience. In the present article, we have tried to measure the
linguistic effects ofthe application of epic formulas in Western literature compared to
Ferdowsi's masterpiece as the supreme model of Persian epic. In our interd isciplinary
approach we aimed to analyse the various functionalities of these structures
particularly from the perspective of discourse analysis.
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