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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: Argumentative reading comprehension requires higher-order skills such as
Research Article evaluation, reasoning, and critical thinking, yet these abilities remain underdeveloped
among many English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners in Iran, where static,
Article history: grammar-focused testing dominates. While dynamic assessment (DA) has been shownto
Received: 2 January 2026 enhance language skills, few studies have directly compared different group-based DA
Received in revised form: 23 models in the domain of argumentative reading. This study investigated the effectiveness
April 2026 of interventionist group dynamic assessment (IGDA) and cumulative group dynamic
Accepted: 27 April 2026 assessment (CGDA) in comparison with static assessment (SA).
Available online : 22 June Methodology: Ninety low-intermediate Iranian EFL learners (aged 18-25) participated
2026 in a six-week intervention and completed pretests, posttests, and interviews.
Findings: Quantitative analyses revealed that both IGDA and CGDA led to significantly
Keywords: greater gains in argumentative reading comprehension than SA. IGDA proved most
Dynamic assessment, group effective for fostering immediate analytical strategies through teacher mediation, whereas
dynamic assessment, CGDA promoted deeper, sustained comprehension by encouraging collaborative
argumentative reading, EFL reflection across sessions. Qualitative findings highlighted that dynamic assessment
learners, Iranian context reduced anxiety, strengthened metacognitive awareness, and helped learners internalize

reasoning strategies, while SA offered little developmental value.

Conclusion: These results extend DA research by distinguishing the complementary
strengths of IGDA and CGDA, particularly in addressing the challenges of argumentative
reading. The study underscores the need to move beyond static testing in Iranian EFL
contexts and suggests that incorporating DA can cultivate higher-order comprehension
and critical literacy.
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! Argumentative reading comprehension

2 Interventionist Group Dynamic Assessment (IGDA)
3 Cumulative Group Dynamic Assessment (CGDA)

4 Static Assessment (SA)

5 Dynamic Assessment (DA)
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2 Narrative
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5 Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)
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