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Objective:This article aims to examine the symbolic, historical, and social meanings of
English in today's world, particularly for learners of English as a second or foreign
language. Drawing on the author's lived experience (growing up in a French-English
family and learning German during WWII) and key concepts in applied linguistics, the
paper addresses the question of how English can simultaneously function as a utopian
language (embodying dreams of opportunity, freedom, and modernity) and a language of
violence (representing colonialism, inequality, and economic-cultural domination).
Methodology:The study adopts a qualitative, reflexive, and autoethnographic approach,
integrating the author's personal experiential data with a systematic review of applied
linguistics research (including theories of translanguaging, transpositioning, and
transknowledging) and a critical discourse analysis of English usage in economic,
political, and technological domains. The work also draws on Edgar Morin's concept of
"complex thought" (la pensée complexe) to propose a novel framework for language
pedagogy.

Findings:The findings reveal that:English today is not merely a tool for communication
but a carrier of symbolic values (identity, dreams, progress) as well as forms of hidden
violence (economic, social-symbolic, cultural, and political).Emerging approaches such
as translanguaging and transknowledging, though valuable steps toward linguistic and
epistemic justice, remain insufficient in addressing the challenges posed by artificial
intelligence; Al algorithms tend to reduce language to statistical data and instrumental
efficiency, hindering the cultivation of full cognitive, moral, and human potential.Morin's
complex thought, with its emphasis on historicity, subjectivity, and dialogue with
complexity, offers a promising direction for language education that treats language not
as a mere structure but as a human social-symbolic sign.

Conclusion: The author concludes that English language teaching in the age of Al and
globalization requires a paradigm shift from instrumental and structural approaches
toward critical, relational, and complexity-oriented pedagogies. The paper ends with
seven practical recommendations for language teachers, focusing on cultivating critical
reflexivity, making explicit the hidden logic of textbooks, teaching relational thinking,
contextual interpretation, sharing personal teaching experiences, and separating
performance assessment from the existential worth of learners.
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