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Objective:The present research aims primarily at a theoretical and qualitative
(descriptive-analytical) re-categorization of common accidental words in any
given language pair (whether related or unrelated). A key objective is to identify
and establish the position of "unconscious friends™ (unconscious false cognates)
as a new, unfamiliar, and low-frequency subcategory within the accidental word
group, which has not been previously studied in Persian linguistics. Furthermore,
the study seeks to demonstrate that traditional classifications of common lexical
pairs—particularly the accidental category—are insufficient and require more
rigorous revision.

Methodology:This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach.
The data are primarily drawn from corpus-based examples of Persian-German
word pairs, including the newly proposed subgroup of "unconscious friends,"
which is discussed here for the first time in Persian. Additional examples are
taken from a broader range of Indo-European and Semitic languages to enhance
the scope and generalizability of the findings. The research is mainly theoretical
and comparative, focusing on the re-examination and re-classification of
common lexical items across the three traditional categories (related, borrowed,
and accidental).

Findings:The findings reveal that:The conventional tripartite classification of
common lexical pairs (related, borrowed, accidental) is incomplete and requires
systematic revision.The accidental group, previously limited to false friends
(false cognates) and onomatopoeic words, is far more complex and extensive
than previously assumed.The subcategory of "unconscious friends" (unconscious
false cognates) can be identified as a distinct, low-frequency, and previously
unrecognized subgroup within accidental word pairs, which has not been
addressed in Persian linguistics before.Many well-known word pairs, even
beyond the accidental group, have not been examined or classified with sufficient
precision in earlier research across related disciplines.

Conclusion:The results of this lexeme-based research indicate that the
classification of common lexical pairs across languages requires fundamental
revision. The accidental group, in particular, is far more intricate than previously
assumed, and the newly identified subcategory of "unconscious friends" deserves
focused attention in comparative linguistics, translation studies, and foreign
language teaching. This research opens a new perspective for more precise
lexical classification across languages and highlights the need for further
empirical and theoretical investigation in this underexplored area.
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