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Objective: Although the research subject of corrective feedback has proliferated recently,
the appropriateness of error treatment for elderlies (aged over 50) is considerably
undertreated. To bridge the gap, this study examined the efficacy of explicit and implicit
peer feedback for grammar development of this age bracket.

Method: Some intermediate language learners aged over 50 (M= 64.5) at a non-profit
retirement institute sat for a pretest, four posttests, a group interview, and member
checking sessions. They exchanged explicit peer feedback on grammar errors in the first
four sessions and implicit peer feedback in the next four sessions (i.e. counterbalanced
design).

Results: Following data pruning via mean imputation, univariate outlier detection, and
normality tests, the ANOVA results manifested that implicit feedback was significantly
more helpful in grammar development for the participating elderly learners. Overall, the
interviewees appreciated peer feedback as a supportive approach, arguing that correcting
others’ errors created a mutual opportunity for both partners. They also enjoyed the group
work and scaffold which prompted their language development.

Conclusions: The study concluded that implicit peer feedback was significantly more
effective for elderly language learners' grammar development, while they seemed to be
slightly more in favor of explicit peer feedback for easier and more efficient noticing.
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