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ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to examine how culture-specific elements, ideological values, and visual
features are represented in English language teaching textbooks. The American File series
(second edition), produced in inner-circle countries, and Sunrise, used in high schools in the
Kurdistan Region of Irag, were selected as the samples. The data were analyzed using Kress
and van Leeuwen’s (2006) framework and van Dijk’s (2000) model. The results revealed
significant differences in the representation of cultural elements between the two series. While
both textbooks address topics such as leisure and everyday habits, American File places greater
emphasis on artistic expression and political-geographical features. Sunrise presents these
elements less frequently and with more realist tendencies. Chi-square tests indicated significant
differences in the representation of politics, clothing, and art. Ideological analysis showed that
American File highlights positive self-presentation, whereas Sunrise emphasizes social
consensus. Sunrise also represents concepts such as polarization with specific ideological
implications. American File adopts a human-centered, culture-focused approach, while
Sunrise, with its minimalist design, presents concepts in a more abstract manner. Overall,
language textbooks convey cultural and ideological orientations. The political backgrounds of
these materials create challenges for multicultural representation, which require careful
management to foster critical thinking. The findings of this study are beneficial for stakeholders
in language education.
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